We understand the unique challenges facing some of our state’s most vulnerable children,

wll youth and families. Those in foster care, those without a home of their own, those who

have been abused and many, many more.
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Wagflnder We believe in the amazing potential in, and for, each and every one of them.

Join us to make a collective impact and together, we will turn that potential

FAMILY SERVICES into reality. Together, we will change the future.
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since 1980 care families served annually annually in communties big and small
WHAT WE DO
LIFELONG FAMILIES SUPPORT SYSTEMS
Family finding and family- Early intervention, prevention
based services that ensure and in-home support that build
chldren will be part of a safe, parenting skills, strengthen
nurturing, lifelong family. family relationships and

prevent child abuse.

Changing
the
Future
Together

STRONGER
FAMILIES
Programs for birth,
foster, kinship and
adoptive families
that keep families
safe and intact.

THRIVING CHILDREN
Support services

that promote

healing, resiliency
and a child’s

success at home

REY SERVICES IN GREATER SACRAMENTO

Foster Family Program Kinship Navigator Program Adoption Post-Adoption

We recruit, support and prepare Our nationally recognized We work with Support Services
resource (foster) families to move program supports grandparents, counties and These free services
children in foster care toward a extended family members or state district provide adoptive
permanent family of their own. close family friends who step up offices to conduct families with a

The program also supports to raise children so they avoid the assessments for support system and
children through the reunification, trauma of separation from their families interested reduce isolation and
guardianship or adoption process. birth family. in adoption. emotional stress.

Support us today and together, we can change the future

Contact Alexa Adams for more information: aadams@wayfinderfamily.org - 916-940-6382 - www.WayfinderFamily.org



Reeping Her
Grandchildren Safe

Alberta has an immense capacity for love
and an ability to smile even when things are
not going well. She is also one of the special
relatives or family friends who step up to
become kinship caregivers for children who
have been removed from their homes due to
abuse or neglect. Alberta is the caregiver for
four of her grandchildren, all under age 5, in
addition to having two of her children still at
home.

The parents of Alberta’s grandchildren

are struggling with addiction. Two of the
grandchildren tested positive for fentanyl

at birth; a third is on the autism spectrum.
Alberta was determined that her grandchildren
would stay with family and not enter the child
welfare system. “I took the babies home from
the hospital,” Alberta says, “so they can stay
with me in a safe environment where they’re
not neglected.”

At first, Alberta tried to manage the
guardianship process herself. “The paperwork
alone is madness,” says Alberta, referring to
the 35 pages of forms plus attached documents
that bring the package to 50 pages. “It was a
lot.”

Alberta was referred to Wayfinder’s kinship
navigation program. She was overjoyed when
she met LaKesia, a Wayfinder social worker.
“LaKesia really looked out for me,” Alberta
says. “She supported me by coming to court
hearings, typing up the paperwork and
explaining the forms to me.”

LaKesia adds, “Alberta had to give legal notice
to the appropriate people, especially on the
mother’s side. | had to explain the forms to
them.” LaKesia also helped with forms to get
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the children’s health insurance and food benefits transferred
to Alberta’s name.

Completing daunting legal paperwork was just one part of
Wayfinder’s assistance. “I make sure the children get gifts
at Christmas,” LaKesia says. “Or if Alberta needs gas for her
car. Gift cards for a Thanksgiving meal. Diapers and wipes
when the family wasn’t able to get them. Clothing.”

As they worked together to obtain guardianship for all four
children, Alberta and LaKesia developed mutual admiration.
“Alberta is a great person,” says LaKesia. “She loves those
grandbabies for sure.”

Alberta laughs when she thinks of how much she has
learned. “The difference from when | started out going
through the guardianship process for one grandchild, to now
when | have gone through four, | feel like I'm almost a social
worker with Wayfinder.”

“I wouldn’t be this far if | did not have the support that | had
through Wayfinder,” Alberta says. “I’m really thankful for
Wayfinder and all the support that they’ve given me and my
family. | love Wayfinder.”

Learn more If you are inspired by our families, this is your Wayfinder Moment. Join us!
Contact Alexa Adams for ways to get involved or make a gift today:
aadams@wayfinderfamily.org - 916-940-6382 - www.WayfinderFamily.org



